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July 29, 2016 ----
TOKYO 

TORONTO 

Via Federal Express and E-Mail 

Jeffs. Jordan, Esq. 
Assistant General Counsel 
Complaints Examination & L^al Administration 
Federal Election Commission 
999 E Street. NW 
Washington, DC 20463 

RE: MUR 7084 - Virginia International Gateway. Inc: aiid Eric Sisco 

Dear Mr. Jordan: 

We are responding on behalf of Virginia International Gateway, Inc. ("VIG") and 
its Chairman, Eric Sisco, in response to a complaint filed by Lisa Clarkson against Scott Taylor 
individually, Scott Taylor for Congress (the "Campaign"), and others, including but not limited 
to VIG and Mr. Sisco (the "Complaint"). In particular, the Complaint erroneously alleges that 
Mr. Sisco's $250 personal contribution to the Campaign violated the federal contractor ban (the 
"Contractor Ban") under the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971, as amended, (the "Act") 
because of his position with VIG. This claim, however, is unfounded given that VIG is not a 
federal contractor and has made no direct or indirect contribution. Furthermore, regardless of 
•whether VIG is a federal contractor, the Contractor Ban does not apply to personal contributions 
made by an individual who is not a federal contractor in his own right or as the sole proprietor of 
such contractor. 

Statement of Facts 

VIG is a Virginia corporation^ that o-wns a marine container terminal in 
Portsmouth, Virginia. VIGs only contract with a government entity is a lease agreement with 
the Virginia Port Authority ("VP A"). Mr. Sisco is not the sole proprietor of VIG (i,e„ an owner 

' gee Commonwealth of Viiginia, State Coiponition Commission, business entity details fi)r Virginia 
International Gateway, Inc. atlitlps://sccefile.scc.virginia.gov/Business/05643S4 
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of an unincorporated business that has no legal identity separate from that of the owner).^ 
Neither VIG, nor Mr. Sisco either individually or as a sole proprietor, has any contracts with the 
federal government or any of its departments or agencies. Mr. Sisco has a history of pemonally 
supporting and contributing to Republican candidates, and has been friends with Scott Taylor for 
several years. 

VIG has not made any corporate contributions at the federal level. Rather, on 
February 27,2016, Mr. Sisco used his personal American Express credit card to contribute $250 
to the Campaign. Accordingly, in its quarterly report filed on April 15,2016, the Campaign 
properly reported Mr. Sisco as a donor of $250.^ ^ attached credit card statement and excerpt 
from the Campaign's report. Mr. Sisco used his personal fonds and not ViG fonds to pay for the 
contribution, and did not seek or receive reimbursement from VIG for the contribution. In fact, 
Mr. Sisco's contribution had nothing to do with VIG but instead was consistent with his previous 
support of Republican candidates and his personal friendship with Scott Taylor. Furthermore, 
VIG did not request that Mr. Sisco make foe contribution, and did not offer to reimburse Mr. 
Sisco for doing so. 

The Law 

The Contractor Ban prohibits a federal contractor from making, directly or 
indirectly, contributions to federal candidates and committees. 52 USC § 30119; seg also 
11 C.F.R. § 115.2. It does not apply to personal contributions made by individuds who are not 
themselves federal contractors. Sge 11 C.F.R. § 115.5 (individuals or sole proprietors vfoo are 
federal contractors are prohibited from making contributions from business, personal or other 
assets under their control). 

There Was No Violation 

VIG is not a federal contractor and thus is not subject to the Contractor Ban. 
Rather, VIGs only contract with a government entity is whh foe VPA, which is a political 
subdivision of foe Commonwealth of Virginia. Virginia Code § 62.1-128. Federal Election 
Commission regulations provide that to be a federal contractor for purposes of the Contractor 
Ban, foe person's basic contractual relationship must be with the United States or one of its 
departments or agencies, and expressly state that contracting with a state or local entity that 
receives federal funds is not sufficient to trigger federal contractor status. 11 C.F.R. § 115.1(d). 

' See,.e,g„ Advisory Opinion 1975-31 ("It has long bcen acceptcd that die business roles and personal roles of 
any individual who is tlie sole proprietor of an unincorporated business, are virtually indistinguisliable...") 

' On July 1.5,2016, the Campaign filed an amended quarterly report for tlie period. Hoivever, Mr. Sisco's 
contribution was reported Ae same as in the original report. Neither report shows any contribution by VIG. 
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Even if VIG were a federal contractor, i?vhich it is not, VIG did not make, directly 
or indirectly, any federal contribution. Rather, Mr. Sisco made a contribution from his personal 
funds and for reasons that had nothing to do with VIG. Mr. Sisco has no contracts with the 
United States or its departments or agencies, either individually or as the sole proprietor of a 
business. As a result, Mr. Sisco is not a federal contractor who is subject to the ban on 
contributions from his personal funds under 11 C.F.R. § IIS.S. 

For the reasons set forth above, we respectfully request that the Commission 
dismiss the Complaint and find no reason to believe that VIG or Mr. Sisco violated the Act. 

information. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us with any questions or requests for additional 

Sincerely, 

IQ 

Patricia M.Zweibel' 
Attorneys for Vurginia International Gateway, Inc. 
and Eric Sisco 

Attachment 
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Transaction Details Prepared for 
ErlcASIsco 
Account Number 
xxxx-xxxxxx-

DA7E DESCRIPTION CARD MEMBER AMOUNT 

FEB27201S ED0NATI0N1 - (703)684-3435, VA ERICA8ISC0 $250.00 

Doing business as: 

EDONATION 1 

22BS WASHINGTON ST 

ALEXANDRIA 

VA 

22314-5408 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA (TH^ 

4 AddlOonal Infoimatlon: 7036643435 
7 Reference: 320160590281145866 
U Category: Other - Miscellaneous 

lofi 5/21/2016 7:59 FM 
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SCHEDULE A (FEC Form 3) 
rrEMEED RECEIPTS 

Use sepunita schedulc(^) 
Tnr ttueli cntcgoiy of the 
Deluibd Summeiy ?agB 

I'OR IJNENlJMQr-It: IPAfili 26 OF 39 

llB lib Me 
I?. lie I3h_ 

lid . . 

Any iAjbimutian onpted liom suoh RoporUi and Staccmenia may not ho aoM 
iif tbr eomniewlat purposes, olher llmn usflis Uie nnme and nddross ol'miy 

ur used by any poisan for llie purpiiae ut'solieitlne cunfilbutions 
political enniniinec to soKcil udntrihiiflens Sum such commhteo. 

\ NAME OF COMMHTDE (to FiUI) 
/ SCOTT TAYLOR FOR CONGRESS 

A. 
Full Name (Usl. Flish Middle Initial) 
Shannon Rusch 

Mailing Address 6847 Colonial Gardan Or 

City 

Huiileisvllie 
State 

NO 
Zip Code 
28078 

I'EC ID numbor of eoiitribuling 
ftdcml piilitical cominlttoc. 

f 

Niime of Emptoyer 
sllemStiBdowUSAinc 

Oeeiipatian 
Consultant 

RewlptFor: 2016 _ 
Frlmaiy Gonoral 

[_• OUwr ftipecliy) 

Full Nome (Last. Plret. Middle toitiaO 
Raymond Selby 

Mailiae Address 414 BoundBiy Rd 

OloetQn Cyohi-to-Uatc 

Oaie or Receipt 
M':M I'I," '• '• '• v 

; _ 03 • 28 • 2010 

TtanMcaonlD:SA11AI.5D74 

Amount of uaoli Receipt this Period 

^ Memo Item 
• - • 500.00 

600.00 

City 
YtwWown 

State 
VA 

Zip Code 
23690 

I'KC ID number of conirihuting 
ftdcffll polillual eommitcec. c." 
Noma iif'liinploycr 

Retired 
Oeoupntinn 
Routed 

C. 
Fuu Mume (1.081,1'imt, Middle Initial] 
EricSisoo 

Maib'ngAddrass 3344 uichfleld Rd 

Vliglnla Beach 

FEC IB number oi'eontrihutlhg 
todomi puKiical oummiltee. 

Name oflimploycr 
aelfampltiyed 
Receip: For. 2010 
"1^ I'rimnty Q Gcaoml 

1—1 
; Other (specify) 

Date of Recent 
•1' v; • i: 

03 ' . 26 
. . d . • • A-

2016 

Transaction ID; SAIlAi.6071 

Amoiinl of ESoh Recelpi tliu Feiiod 

500.00 

"stsr 
VA 

Zip Code 
23462 

Dale ufRsoolpt 

f! .. .. .. 
: 02 • ' 27 • • 2016 •V < • —• 

TransacUon ID; 3A11 Ai.4639 

C; 

Oecopnlihn 
Adulaor 

Amount ofGoch Ksueipi (hb Feriod 
• f .* • fV. ... . 

250.00 

Electien Cycle-to-Date 
; I Memo Item 

2S0.DD 
I... 

SUBTOTAL of Receipts This Page ftiptinnni) 
1250.00 

'IGTAi. Thb Ftrlod (last page this Una number only).. 

FEC Sohadula A (Foiai 3) (Revbeil 12/2015) 


